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DEPARTMENT OF THE PREMIER AND CABINET — 
EMMA KEARNEY — 2019 POLICY PRACTITIONER OF THE YEAR 

Statement by Attorney General 
MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.09 pm]: I rise to bring to the attention of the public the 
efforts of one of the quiet achievers of the public service whose work on behalf of vulnerable Western Australians 
has received official recognition. Ms Emma Kearney of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet was named 
2019 Policy Practitioner of the Year at the recent Institute of Public Administration Australia WA Awards for 
Excellence in the Public Sector. Ms Kearney, who is a principal policy officer in DPC’s social policy unit, was 
recognised by the IPAA for excellent policy and leadership skills in coordinating the Western Australian government’s 
participation in the National Redress Scheme associated with the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse. 

I can personally confirm that Ms Kearney’s work in this critical area was, and continues to be, of a very high calibre. 
Her advice to me and my office has been at all times clear, concise and timely in what were, at times, high-pressure 
situations. In 2018, when Western Australia was arguing the case for child migrants and incarcerated survivors 
under the scheme, Ms Kearney walked the delicate line between working collaboratively with the commonwealth 
and other jurisdictions and firmly representing the interests of her home state of Western Australia. These hard-won 
concessions are an enduring testament to the professionalism of not only Ms Kearney but also DPC acting social 
policy director Janine Kingston and their colleagues at DPC. In the words of the IPAA judges — 

The dedication and skilful leadership Ms Kearney has shown in her work associated with the Royal 
Commission clearly demonstrates her commitment to delivering exceptional policy, but most importantly her 
work will deliver important benefits for Western Australian’s who experienced institutional sexual abuse. 

I sincerely thank Ms Kearney on behalf of the government and the public of Western Australia for her assistance 
and dedication on behalf of the McGowan government, and I congratulate her upon her award. 
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